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Sunday, March 25, 2007; 3:00 pm at American University
Iranian Bags, Covers and Bands as Woven and Used in the Nomad Context
Raoul Tschebull
If you consider that rug studies lie along a continuum running from pure art appreciation to an anthropological approach, Raoul Tschebull is at the right-hand end, interested in the whys and the hows of textile construction.  He has concluded that Iranian nomads wove almost exclusively flatweaves for their own use, while making pile weavings primarily for sale (See the current HALI for some sober substantiation of this view.)   Mr. Tschebull will show digital images of nomad life in Iran, plus examples of the warp and weft-faced textiles they used.  He will also present examples of some pile bags and bagfaces, which may have been woven for laying away as capital, for sale to European travelers, or for outright sale. 
Mr. Tschebull has a special interest in village and nomad weavings of western Iran and the Transcaucasus, which has taken him to Iran and the Caucasus to speak at conferences and to do field research. He has authored articles on Sarab and Heriz weaving in East Azerbaijan and travel in rural Iran for Hali, and is perhaps best known for his seminal 1971 exhibition catalog "Kazak: Carpets of the Caucasus". Most recently, he curated an on-line exhibition of transport and storage bags for the New England Rug Society, viewable at http://www.ne-rugsociety.org/gallery/bags/index.htm, and gave a version of this talk at the Common Ground Conference in Edinburgh, Scotland, in August, 2006, during the Festival of the Arts. 

The talk will be in Room 200 of The Mary Graydon Center at American University


Directions to American University: 

From Virginia, cross the Key Bridge into Georgetown, turn left at M Street, and go right (north) on Foxhall Road. Continue on Foxhall until it ends at Nebraska Avenue. Turn east (right) and continue along Nebraska Avenue.

From Maryland and DC, take either Wisconsin or Massachusetts Avenues and turn west onto Nebraska Avenue. 

The Mary Graydon Center is on the main campus of American University, North of Nebraska Avenue. (For a campus map see AU Map) 
The center is in the third row of buildings north of Nebraska Avenue, east of Bender Library. 
FREE PARKING IS AVAILABLE IN THE NEBRASKA PARKING LOT, on the south side of Nebraska Avenue (between Massachusetts and New Mexico Avenues). From Nebraska Avenue, turn onto New Mexico Avenue. Enter the lot from New Mexico Avenue, park as close to the entrance as possible and cross Nebraska Avenue to the campus. 

Board Meeting Following Regular Meeting
Following Mr. Tschebull’s talk, there will be a short meeting of the IHBS board to discuss the budget and upcoming events.

Sunday, May 6, 2007; 2:30 pm at The Textile Museum
Lecture and tour of the exhibition "Architectural Textiles: Tent Bands of Central Asia" by guest curator, Richard Isaacson
IHBS member, Richard Isaacson, is curating the exhibition “Architectural Textiles: Tent Bands of Central Asia” at the Textile Museum, running from March 30, 2007 through August 19, 2007.   Richard will give a brief introductory lecture on May 6th, specifically for IHBS members, introducing the themes that helped shape the exhibit, including tent basics, the architectural function of tent bands, the role of color in determining provenance for Turkmen weaving, and the use of symmetry in tent band design. His lecture will be followed by a highlights tour of this multi-media exhibition especially for Hajji members. Richard Isaacson is an internationally known expert on Turkmen woven artifacts, and this exclusive lecture and tour should not be missed.  For further information about the tentband exhibit, visit the Textile Museum website.


REMINDER:  Dues are now owed.

If you have not paid your dues, please forward them now to Virginia Day, 6500 Pinecrest Ct., Annandale, VA  22003.  Our dues are:

Resident Members:

$50.00 for a household (2 or more persons with the same mailing address)

$35.00 for an individual

$10.00 for students

Non-resident Members:

$15.00 for an individual or household with the same mailing address more than 150 miles from Washington, DC.
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