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DATE: September 7, 2008, 3:00 pm 
LOCATION: George Mason University, Arlington Campus,  Room 269
SPEAKER: Harald Böhmer
TOPIC: Nomads in Anatolia - Their Life and Their Textiles:  Encounters with a Vanishing Culture
The lifestyles and textiles of the nomadic peoples of Anatolia evolved from a long historic tradition, beginning with the first immigration of the Turkmen tribes from Central Asia into the land mass of Asia Minor in the 14th century.  These pastoral peoples, who bypassed earlier Kurdish nomads in the east, changed the farmland of the Byzantines into pastureland.  They created a variety of woven objects for both daily and ceremonial use, including many kinds of portable housing, as well as trappings for the storage of their household possessions and bedding, and animals.  In some areas, camel trains were a still a common sight in Turkey up through the late 20th century.  For many years, Dr. Harald Böhmer, along with his colleague, ethnographer and photographer Josephine Powell, traveled with and studied these nomads, extensively collecting and photographing their textiles.  Dr. Böhmer’s talk, in conjunction with his book, “The Nomads of Anatolia,” will cover specific tribes and give an overview of their daily lives, their historic winter and summer migration routes and encampments, and the specific textiles that they wove, including kilims, saddle and storage bags, bands, and felts.  He will also discuss their current settled situations, and the future of nomadism in Anatolia.
A native of Germany, Dr. Harald Böhmer is a renowned international expert in natural dyes, and was instrumental in re-introducing and stimulating their use in the revival of naturally-dyed carpet production in the 1980’s in Turkey, and other carpet-producing countries.  While teaching chemistry at the German high school in Istanbul, Dr. Böhmer became fascinated with the colors in antique carpets in local museums.  He researched and tested organic dye sources, and working within the framework of the German National Development Service, since 1982 and as a guest lecturer at Marmara University in Istanbul, he became head of the Marmara Universitesi Laboratory for Natural Dyes, founder of the DOBAG natural dye carpet project, and General Adviser to the DOBAG project.  He has presented many papers at specialist conferences, created videofilms on nomads in Turkey and natural dyes worldwide, and has written more than 30 articles and publications, including three books in English: "Rugs of the Nomads and Peasants in Anatolia"  (in cooperation with Werner Brüggemann), 1982; "KOEKBOYA  - Natural Dyes and Textiles  -  A Colour Journey from Turkey to India and Beyond,"  (in cooperation with Nevin Enez, Recep Karadag and Charllotte Kwon), 2002; and "Nomads in Anatolia - their Life and their Textiles  -  Encounters with a Vanishing Culture”  (in cooperation with Josephine Powell and Serife Atlihan), 2008.  Dr. Böhmer invites members of the International Hajji Baba Society to bring examples of natural-dyed nomadic Turkish kilims, carpets, trappings and textiles for show & tell.

DIRECTIONS TO GEORGE MASON UNIVERSITY ARLINGTON CAMPUS 
(3301/3401 Fairfax Dr., Arlington): 
From Washington, DC, cross over the Key or Roosevelt Bridge; follow signs to the George Washington Parkway. Once on the parkway, exit at Spout Run (left exit). Cross over Route 29 (Lee Highway). Spout Run is now Kirkwood Road. Cross over Washington Boulevard. The Arlington Campus is on the right, at Fairfax Drive.
By Metro, take the Orange Line to the Virginia Square/GMU station. Take the escalator to the street level, and turn to face Fairfax Drive. Across the street and to the right, you will see the FDIC building. The Arlington Campus is next door.
For a map of the campus, see: 

http://www.gmu.edu/departments/infoservices/
ArlingtonMap07.pdf

FREE STREET PARKING IS AVAILABLE 
Textile Museum:  Tribute to Textiles

The Textile Museum will sponsor a “Tribute to Textiles” weekend on October 15-19.  The gala highlight will be the Tribute Dinner on October 16, with the presentation of the George Hewitt Myers award to Jon Thompson on October 16 and the Textile Museum Award of Distinction to Alice Dodge Wallace, Harold Keshishian, and Ed Zimmerman.  The weekend symposium

will draw its inspiration from the fall exhibition Timbuktu to Tibet: Rugs and Textiles of

the Hajji Baba.  Register online at www.textilemuseum.org/symposium.htm or call 202- 483-0994.

Dinner with New York Hajjis at Cosmos Club

Save the evening of Saturday October 18th of the Symposium Weekend for a dinner with the New York Hajjis and other rug friends at the Cosmos Club, the scene of many historic Hajji meetings. We have reserved the private and beautiful Old Member's dining room, a beautiful woodcarved  room at the Cosmos Club from 7:30 to 9:30. There will be a lavish buffet prepared by the fine chefs of the club including soup, main dishes such as roaster salmon and Turkish lamb stew, salads, a wonderful dessert table and coffee and tea including a glass of wine.  Relax and enjoy the evening with friends in this old fashioned and gracious setting.  The price will be $78. Please make out checks to Hajji Baba Club.  Mail to Marilyn R. Wolf, Box 7059 Church St. Station, New York, N.Y, 10008.
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