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DATE:  Sunday, July 20, 2008; 3:00 PM

LOCATION:  George Mason University, Arlington Campus, Arlington, VA.  Original Building, 3401 Fairfax Dr., Room 268

SPEAKER:  Lee Talbot, Assistant Curator, Eastern Hemisphere Collections, The Textile Museum

TOPIC:  The Language of East Asian Textile Design
The silk garments and furnishings created in dynastic East Asia include some of the most spectacular examples of weaving and embroidery in world textile history. While these silks provided practical  function and aesthetic enjoyment for their original owners and users, they also conveyed specific messages that would have been readily understood  by an educated viewer at the time. This lecture presents a selection of Chinese and Korean silks in The Textile Museum collection and considers some of the meanings and associations they may have held for their original audiences. This talk will demonstrate that when we examine Chinese and Korean luxury silks in light of cosmological beliefs current in dynastic East Asia, we can view textile forms, colors, and patterns as a system of visual signs closely linked to a system of ideas about society, the cosmos, and the relationship between the human and cosmic spheres.

Lee Talbot is Assistant Curator of Eastern Hemisphere Collections at The Textile Museum in Washington, D.C., where he specializes in East Asian textiles. Before joining The Textile Museum staff, he spent two and a half years as curator at the Chung Young Yang Embroidery Museum at Sookmyung Women's University in Seoul, Korea. He is a Ph.D. candidate at The Bard Graduate Center for Studies in the Decorative Arts, Design, and Culture in New York City, and is writing his dissertation on textiles and women's culture in Joseon-dynasty Korea.

Directions to George Mason University Arlington Campus

(3301/3401 Fairfax Dr., Arlington):

From Washington, DC: Cross over the Key or Roosevelt Bridge; follow signs to the George Washington Parkway.  Once on the parkway, exit at Spout Run (left exit).  Cross over Route 29 (Lee Highway).  Spout Run is now Kirkwood Road.  Cross over Washington Boulevard.  The Arlington Campus is on the right, at Fairfax Drive.

By Metro, take the Orange Line to the Virginia Square/GMU station.  Take the escalator to the street level, and turn to face Fairfax Drive.  Across the street and to the right, you will see the FDIC building.  The Arlington Campus is next door.

Court Costumes at the Italian Embassy

Dates: June 18th through July 31, 2008
Mon-Fri 10:00 am - 12:00 pm and 2:00 -  4:00 pm


Where: Italian Cultural Institute, 3000 Whitehaven Street NW, Washington , DC 20008


Contact Information: Call (202) 518-0998 ext. 1, or iicwashington@ esteri.it to reserve a visit.


An exhibition of Italian Court Costumes will be on view in the halls of the Embassy of Italy.  The exhibition first opened in 2001-02 in Mantua, then  traveled through the major cities of Europe, South America, and Canada.  The exhibition aims at recreating an important aspect of life at Italian Renaissance courts: the attire of the nobility. Reconstructions of costumes from the mid-fifteenth century to the early seventeenth century bring to life the attire of rulers who used the art of costume, together with the visual arts of painting and sculpture, to enhance their status and proclaim their magnificence.  

Few actual Italian court costumes have survived from this period, but visual and written evidence about them is abundant. This includes paintings depicting rulers in ceremonial dress, fragments of original opulent textiles similar to those shown in the paintings, and some clerical vestments traditionally made of the same damasks and velvets worn by secular royalty. There are also numerous archival documents and literary descriptions of court attire. Taken together, these sources make possible the recreation of every aspect of Renaissance court costume: the internal and external construction of the garments, the silk fabrics woven with gold and silver and decorated with embroidery and jewels, and the lavish accessories that were worn with them. Particularly important sources are portraits of Italian rulers and their consorts painted by Renaissance artists. 

In the exhibition, reproductions of these works of art hang adjacent to the costumed mannequins, giving material substance to the data provided by the portraits. In this manner, two-dimensional works of art are transformed into three-dimensional objects that tell us of the power and nobility of their wearers, and vividly evoke the elegance, sumptuousness, and even extravagance, of costume at Italian Renaissance courts. 

The exhibition begins in the mid-fifteenth century with two dresses of the style current at the Este court in Ferrara, followed by a number of examples of male and female princely attire in the sixteenth century, which show the different styles worn at the Gonzaga court in Mantua and the Medici court in Florence. The exhibition continues with court dresses in the international style that prevailed in the late sixteenth century.


Invitation to Philadelphia Rug Exhibition and Reception

Members of the IHBS are cordially invited to a wine & cheese party on July 11, 5 to 7 PM offered by Philadelphia Rug and Textile Society member Craig Wallen.  The party is in conjunction with an exhibition of early village rugs at Gallery51 in Philadelphia, as described below:

Fragmentary Love: The Color & Beauty of Early Village Rugs from the Middle East
June 15 - July 31, 2008, Tues-Sat, 11-6
Gallery51, 51 N. 2nd St, Philadelphia, PA  19106
215.413.3191
www.gallery51.net
EVENTS IN AUSTRIA AND GERMANY
Three events being planned in Germany and Austria will feature rugs, ikats, asmalyks and kilims.  The first event, in Austria, will take place in a private castle, the other two in Hamburg and Berlin.  

Invitation to Austrian Rug Event

The Austrian Society for Textile-Art-Research (TKF) – www.textilkunst.org - is organizing a special program for September 5-7, 2008 in the privately owned castle of Aschach, near Linz in Austria. The magnificent assembly rooms will host an exhibition of rugs and textiles from private Austrian collections. The theme this year is rugs from Turkestan and a splendid collection of ikats.  A series of lectures on Saturday and Sunday will accompany the program, and a relaxed social time with two receptions on the castle grounds will give participants the opportunity to exchange their views.  After the official program, by appointment only, for a small group of connoisseurs, there will be the possibility of viewing private works from Austrian collectors at their homes.  Participation in this event is free, but early registration is requested. 

The invitation for this event was received from Peter Bichler (bichler.austria@pgv.at) through Richard Isaacson.  The itinerary and further information, for interested IHBS members, can be obtained from www.ihbs.org or from Richard.  The lectures are in German, but pictures, context and real examples will make much of it understandable to non-German-speaking participants.  Hotel reservations should be made as early as possible.  

The village of Aschach is situated on the river Danube, near the city of Linz.  Linz is in easy reach via the major motorway and railway line, and is situated between Salzburg and Vienna. The international airport - www.linz-airport.at is served by Lufthansa, Austria, and Ryanair (from London).

Events in Germany

The International Collectors of Turkmen Carpets will meet in Hamburg on October 3-5, 2008, focusing on asmalyks but including talks on textile art from North Germany (the “Easter Carpet” made in the Lüne Monastery) and on the Ardebil Carpet.

The Annual Volkmann Treffen is scheduled for Berlin in October 10-12, 2008.  This year’s topic is “The Undiscovered Kilim? 30 Years After.”

Additional information about these events is available on our website, www.ihbs.org, under Future Events.

In memorium:

It is with great sadness that we report the deaths of Evelyn Byrd Gates Metcalf and Charles Lave.

Byrdie and her husband, William Metcalf, were long-time members of the IHBS, and Bill remains a member.  Byrdie died on June 14, 2008, from complications after treatment for leukemia.

Charles Lave passed away on May 2nd.  The cause of death was complications arising from myelodysplastic syndrome (MDS), a progressive bone marrow stem cell disorder.  According to his wife, Bethany Mendenhall, he experienced a gradual decline in health following his diagnosis early last fall, and he passed away peacefully at his Irvine, California, home.  As you know, Charles was both a respected textile collector and one of ACOR’s most influential organizers, having spearheaded, along with Bethany, the management of the dealer fairs for many past rug conferences.  He was a towering presence among his rug world peers, and his knowledge, energy, and memorable personality will long be missed.  Bethany can be reached via mail at Post Office Box 6094, Irvine, CA 92616, by phone at 949-856-0485, and by email at bmendenhall@cox.net.
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