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Statement from Outgoing President Austin Doyle, delivered at the January 22, 2012 IHBS Annual Meeting

In order to bring all IHBS members up to date on recent activities and future plans, we are reproducing the comments of outgoing president Austin Doyle at the 2012  IHBS Winter Party and meeting:  

I would like to thank everyone for the excellent food, and particularly thank John Wertime for helping us with the arrangements to hold our party at Fairlington Village.

The financial state of the club is solvent.  Under the careful management of our treasurer, Kelly Webb, we have over $26,000 conservatively invested in CDs, and another $5,600. in money market funds.

Under the direction of our Program Committee leader, Louise Shelley, this past year we had lectures by Peter Bichler, on Fez and Kilim, as well as a talk on palmette and arabesque design by Christian Erber.  This was also a year in which IHBS members opened up their homes to show parts of their personal collections:  Bill and Sondra Bechhoefer, with their eclectic collection, and Tim and Penny Hayes, and their collection of Manistir kilims.

In addition, we had a very successful picnic, hosted by Melissa Keshishian, at the Keshishian farm.  

Also, the IHBS was able to help defray the costs of TM Curator Sumru Krody’s trip to Stockholm, to present her research at the ICOC meeting.  

All of these things are made possible by your dues contributions, so please respond quickly, when Treasurer Kelly Webb sends out the 2012 dues notices.

This is a year of change in the IHBS.  Frank Crandall, a long-time board member, has had some health issues, and has asked to step down.  To return to full-strength on the IHBS board, we have asked Sheridan Collins and Melissa Keshishian to join the board.  

Sheridan has previously served on the Program Committee.  She has many contacts within the TM, and one of her roles will be to serve as a liaison with the TM docents and staff, to coordinate joint activities between the IHBS and the TM.

Melissa is a long-time presence in the Washington rug and textile scene, and among other accomplishments, is an expert restorer, so she understands textiles in a way that most of us never will.  As I mentioned, Melissa has also been graciously helping us with our picnic activities for years.  

We are delighted to have Sheridan and Melissa join our board.

Frances Plunkett, Christine Brown, and I will all be helping Louise out on the Program Committee this year.  Louise is incredibly busy and productive, and giving her additional assistance this year should help the flexibility and range of our speaker activities this year.  

In additions, our invaluable vice-president, Aija Blitte, and I will be focusing on new member recruitment, with a stated goal of at least 10 new IHBS members in 2012.

Finally, after six years as IHBS president, I will be stepping down this year.  I figured that one Senate term was long enough, and anyway I couldn’t raise the millions needed for my re-election campaign.  Seriously, I have a combination of work and family responsibilities making participation as president difficult. 

I have enjoyed my time as IHBS president, and am particularly pleased to report that our board has nominated Jeff Krauss to be the new president.  Most of you already know Jeff as our resident computer whiz, as a world traveler and excellent lecturer, and as a textile scholar, particularly in textiles from Japan.  Jeff will make an excellent IHBS president.

In summary, the nominees are Jeff Krauss as the IHBS president, Aija Blitte as the vice-president, Kelly Webb as the treasurer, and as additional board members:

Austin Doyle, Frances Plunkett, Christine Brown ,Sheridan Collins and Melissa Keshishian.          

Next Event

On Sunday April 1 at 2:30, Hajji members are invited to visit the home of local collectors of fine South Persian weavings. Members will have a chance to view a large variety of bags, main carpets and flatweaves displayed and stored on many levels in their home. Wine will be served.  Open only to IHBS members.  Attendance is limited, advanced registration will be required. Registration procedure for IHBS members to be announced in a future IHBS newsletter.

Volunteer Opportunity

The Textile Society of America will hold its 13th Biennial Sympposium September 19-22 in Washington DC.

Volunteers are being sought for these functions:

•
Volunteer coordinators

•
Site seminar representatives

•
Post-conference tour representatives

•
Point person for catering for the opening reception at the US Botanic Garden

•
Point person for catering for the Friday evening reception at The Textile Museum

•
Registration Desk 

•
Hotel hospitality volunteers

•
Thursday night dinner coordinator(s)

•
Friday-night dinner coordinator(s)

Details on how to volunteer will appear in a future IHBS newsletter.
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